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AMEY, Percy John                                 
 

Private, 2543  
"C" Coy. 1st /5th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Tuesday, 12th October, 1915 
Cause of Death: Illness  
Cemetery: Cairo War Memorial Cemetery 
Theatre of War: Balkans 
Age: 19 years 
 
Percy John Amey was born in 
Haverhill in March 1896, the ninth of 
ten children of James and Alice, nee 
Dillistone.  He was the fourth 
generation to live in the town, the 
first, his great grandfather Thomas, 
a weaver, had come from Birdbrook. 
 
James and Alice had married at St 
Mary’s on 1st February 1878 and set 
up home in Mill Road just a short 
walk from his parents in Chauntry 
Croft and his work as a Booking 
Clerk at D. Gurteen & Sons.  Around 
1890 they moved to the newly built 
Broad Street, where they remained 
whilst their large family grew up. 
 
Percy, or Jack as friends and family 
knew him, would have attended the 
nearby Board School and the 
recently built West End 
Congregational Church, where he 
was an active member of their 
Sunday school.   
 
When Jack left school he followed 
his father and became a junior clerk 
in the booking office at Gurteens, 
where 

 
 
‘… he proved himself a very willing worker, and one who gained the esteem of 
the whole of his colleagues.’ 

 
Jack was a keen sportsman and became a prominent member of the United FC, 
playing at either back or halfback and was successful in gaining a Halstead & District 
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Junior League medal. He was also a member of the victorious 1912-13 Rovers 
Reserve team which won the South Suffolk League. 
 
A year later in September, shortly after the outbreak of hostilities, he enlisted in the 
Suffolk Regiment and as Private No. 2543, joined the 1st/5th Battalion.   
The Battalion’s war diaries (Crown Copyright available National Archives) tell us that 
in May 1915 the Battalion was posted to Watford, and on 30th July set sail for the 
Balkans, arriving at Suvla Bay, Gallipoli on 10th August.  The Battalion disembarked 
and immediately occupied the reserve trenches but they were there only a matter of 
hours before they were ordered to move forward under heavy fire. 
    
Following this attack the battalion returned to the reserve trenches where they spent 
the rest of the month improving them often under heavy mortar shelling. The war 
diary for 2nd September notes that “Great difficulty experienced in getting water to the 
Battalion which had to be manhandled in tins over three miles under shellfire if 
attempted by day. 
 
The war diary lists the numbers of men sent to hospital and the decrease in strength 
to 24th September 1914 due to those listed as sick is 80.  
 
KILLED     1 OFFICER    22 OTHER RANKS 
DIED OF WOUNDS       6 OTHER RANKS 
DIED OF SICKNESS       2 OTHER RANKS 
WOUNDED AND MISSING  2 OFFICERS  1 OTHER RANKS 
MISSING     4 OFFICERS          47 OTHER RANKS 
WOUNDED     6 OFFICERS  217 OTHER RANKS 
SICK      4 OFFICERS  80 OTHER RANKS 
The situation did not improve in October. 
 
Jack was one of the men hospitalised. Suffering from enteric fever and pneumonia 
he was confined in Naarieh School Military Hospital, Cairo.  Enteric, or Typhoid, 
fever is spread by contaminated food or water and caused many deaths during the 
Great War period. Trench life was associated with poor hygiene and a lack of 
sanitation.  He died on 12 October 1915, aged 19 years. 
 
In a letter to his father, the Army Chaplain said: 

 
‘….. He seemed to be pulling round splendidly, and then 
his heart suddenly failed him.  I was with him to the last 
and comforted him.  He was perfectly happy and died 
as he had lived, a true and fearless soldier.  We buried 
him alongside his comrades in the beautiful little English 
Cemetery.’ 
 
Jack was buried in the Cairo War Memorial Cemetery 
and is remembered on the memorial plaques at 
Gurteens and the West End Church, where a bronze 
tablet was also presented by the Haverhill and District 
Sunday School Union. (Photo right: The memorial tablet) 
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Jack Amey is 
buried in grave 
D:128, Cairo War 
Memorial 
Cemetery. 

 
 
 
 
 

(Cairo War 

Memorial 

Cemetery  photo 

courtesy of British 

War Graves) 

 

Percy John Amey was awarded the Victory and British Medals, and the 1915 Star. 

 

 


